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Rules of Competition – VTI Masters

1. Competition Format 

4.1. The competition will be held once per annum. 

4.2. Divisions in both Men's and Women's will comprise of any number of age groups in 5-year brackets (dependent upon interest/entries), starting at 30+.

4.3. Fixtures will be generally played on a weekend at an allocated venue.

2. Teams 

2.1. Entry is open to any team, with no requirement for players to have previously been registered VTI members.

2.2. VTI reserves the right to refuse entry to any team.

2.3. No additional team nominations will be accepted after the specified deadline, except in exceptional circumstances and upon arrangement with the Competition Coordinator.
2.4. A team must consist of at least six (6) players.

2.5. Nominated fees for all teams must be paid in full to VTI by the specified date.

3. Players 

3.1. Eligibility 

3.1.1. Players must be at least the required age for the division in which they play, based on their birthday in the year of the relevant competition.

3.1.2. Once a player has participated in an official match with a team, they are considered to be a member of that team and cannot change teams without a legal transfer.

3.1.3. Transfers are subject to approval by VTI. 

3.1.4. No transfer will be allowed after the relevant player’s last preliminary (non-finals) match. 

3.1.5. Male players may not play in the women's competition matches and females may not play in the men's competition matches.
4. Match Regulations 

4.1. Match Format 

4.1.1. Unless otherwise stated, all matches will be conducted under the current International Rules of Volleyball. 

4.1.2. The Competition Coordinator will determine the format for all matches, according to team nominations. 

4.1.3. All matches except finals will be timed, with a 50-minute limit, exclusive of warm-ups, but including a two-minute break between each set.

4.1.4. If time expires and one team has scored at least 15 points and holds a lead of at least two (2) points in that set, then the set will be awarded to that team.

4.1.5. If a match finishes before the next scheduled starting time (that is, one team wins three sets) the next match can commence before its scheduled starting time only upon agreement between both team captains and the first referee.

4.2. Finals Format

4.2.1. The Competition Coordinator will determine the format for finals, according to team nominations. 

4.2.2. Finals will be played as best of three (3) sets with no time limit.

4.2.3. In the case of a forfeit during the finals, the offending team will be eliminated from the competition.  Only teams that have fulfilled all their finals commitments will be eligible for any medals or awards.

4.3. Forfeits and Late Starts 

4.3.1. If a team is not ready to start at the advised time it forfeits the first set. If after ten (10) minutes the team is still not ready to commence, it forfeits the second set. Once a further ten (10) minutes have elapsed and the team is still not ready, a match forfeit will be recorded. 

4.3.2. When neither team is ready to commence at the advised starting time, both teams will be subject to rule 4.3.1.
4.4. Time Outs, Substitutions and the Libero Player

4.4.1. No time outs will be allowed within the final 5 minutes of a match.

4.4.2. A team may use a 12-sub rule (if not using a libero player) or a 6-sub rule (compulsory if using a libero player).

4.4.3. The libero player may be changed between sets, but must always have a distinctly different coloured shirt to the rest of the team.

4.5. Uniforms 

4.5.1. Uniforms will not be compulsory, though preferred.

4.5.2. Suggested uniform attributes are:

(a) Shirts should have - clearly shown on the front and back - a number between 1 and 99. 

(b) The colour and design of the shirt should be consistent throughout the team.

(c) Male players should wear shorts consistent in colour, shade and style.  Bike pants (or similar) under shorts are permitted.

(d) Female players can wear shorts, sports briefs or bike pants, which should be consistent throughout the team in terms of colour and style. 

4.6. Officials 

4.6.1. VTI will provide duty officials, wherever possible, for the positions of first referee, second referee and scorer. Linesmen will not be provided by VTI.

4.6.2. If participants or spectators are available and willing to be duty officials, this will be permitted at the discretion of the Competition Coordinator.

4.6.3. Officials should have achieved some level of refereeing qualification, though this is not mandatory.  The Coordinator has the right to request a replacement official.
5. Competition Standings and Penalties 

5.1. Match Points 

5.1.1. Match points will be awarded as follows:

a) 4 points for a win

b) 3 points for a draw

c) 2 points for a loss

d) 0 points for a forfeit 

5.2. Ladder 

5.3.1. The position of teams on the ladder is determined, in order, as follows:

a) most match points

b) highest ratio of sets won to sets lost

c) highest ratio of points won to points lost

5.3.2. Set/point ratio equation is as follows:  B/(B+C) x 100, where B=total for and C=total against.

6. Management of the Competition

6.1. Volleyball Tasmania Inc. (VTI)

6.1.1. Responsibility for the competition rests with VTI.

6.1.2. The VTI Executive may grant exemption from any rule upon reasonable application from the team(s) involved.

6.1.3. The VTI Executive will elect, and may replace (if required), the Competition Coordinator by majority vote.

6.2. Competition Coordinator

6.2.1. The Competition Coordinator is responsible for:

6.2.1.1. Ensuring that all participants are aware of their requirements and the competition rules.

6.2.1.2. Providing draws and ladders for all applicable divisions.

6.2.1.3. Collating match results and determining finalists in all applicable divisions.

6.2.1.4. Resolving any protests or disputes, that may arise during the competition, at the time of protest. 

