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1. Competition Format 
1.1. The league will consist of one (l) annual season. 
1.2. There will be one (1) Premier division offered in both Men's and Women's.  Secondary divisions in Juniors or B-grade may also be offered depending on interest/entries.
1.3. Fixtures will be generally played on weekends in each area of the participating registered Associations at allocated venues.
1.4. Finals 
1.4.1. The Executive of Volleyball Tasmania Inc. (VTI) and the State League Committee (SLC) will determine the format for finals according to team nominations. 
1.4.2. In the case of a forfeit during the finals, the offending team will be eliminated from the final series.  Only teams that have fulfilled all their finals commitments will be eligible for any medals or awards.
2. Teams 
2.1. Entry is restricted to teams from Associations affiliated with VTI.
2.2. VTI reserves the right to refuse entry to any team.
2.3. Associations may enter multiple teams in any grade of competition.
2.4. No additional team nominations will be accepted during the course of the series, except in exceptional circumstances.  Such a decision will be made by VTI Executive.
2.5. A team must consist of at least six (6) players.
2.6. Match fees for all teams must be paid in full to VTI by the specified date.
3. Players 
3.1. Eligibility 
3.1.1. Players must be eligible as defined in the VTI by-laws and current members of the Association they wish to represent.
3.1.2. All players must be properly registered before commencement of the competition. 
3.1.3. Once a player has participated in an official match with a team, they are considered to be a member of that team and cannot change teams without a legal transfer.
3.1.4. Transfers and registrations during the season are subject to approval by VTI.  All transfers and clearances are to be forwarded to VTI in writing at least five working days before the next round of competition. 
3.1.5. No transfers will be allowed during the finals series. 
3.1.6. Male players may not play in the women's matches and females may not play in the men's matches.
3.1.7. Any team fielding an unregistered player or one listed under a false name will forfeit that match. 
3.1.8. Only those players in attendance and named on the scoresheet at the start of the match will be regarded as having played in that match.  In the event of a forfeit, those present and named on the submitted scoresheet will be recorded as having played in that match.
3.1.9. A player must have played in a minimum of 1/3 of the total matches during the season with one team prior to the commencement of the finals series to be eligible to play with that team in the finals.
4. Match Regulations 
4.1. Format 
4.1.1. Unless otherwise stated, all matches will be conducted under the current International Rules of Volleyball, including the Australian variant 12 sub rule.
4.1.2. All matches will be played under the GEST (Guaranteed Earliest Starting Time) system.  This means that if matches run over the scheduled finishing time, the next match does not start until ten minutes after the previous match.  If a match finishes more than ten minutes before the next scheduled starting time, the next match will not commence until its scheduled starting time unless agreement is reached between both competing teams and the duty team.
4.2. Forfeits and Late Starts 
4.2.1. All matches will commence at the time advised in the official program/draw or ten minutes after the completion of the previous match on that court, whichever is later. This time does not include the six (6) minutes combined spiking and serving warm up. 
4.2.2. If a team has performed duty on the previous match (on any court), that team will be given at least fifteen (15) minutes warm up time after the conclusion of official duties of the previous match. 
4.2.3. If a team is not ready to start at the advised time it forfeits the first set. If after ten (10) minutes the team is still not ready to commence, it forfeits the second set. Once a further ten (10) minutes have elapsed and the team is still not ready, a match forfeit will be recorded. 
4.2.4. When neither team is ready to commence at the advised starting time, both teams forfeit the first set. If neither team is ready to start after ten (10) minutes, both teams forfeit the second set. If after an additional ten (10) minutes have elapsed both teams are not ready to start, a double match forfeit will be recorded.
4.3. Uniforms 
All players must wear a uniform complete in the following details: 
4.3.1. The shirt must have - clearly shown on the front and back - a number between 1 and 99 
4.3.2. The colour and design of the shirt must be consistent throughout the team but may have either short or long sleeves. 
4.4. Officials 
4.4.1. The SLC may request/appoint first referees for finals matches.  If none has been requested, responsibility remains with the scheduled duty team.
4.4.2. For all matches, duty teams must provide at least two (2) standing lines-persons (4 for finals) plus a first referee, second referee and scorer.
4.4.3. Officials should have achieved some level of refereeing qualification, though this is not mandatory.  The SLC has the right to request a replacement official.
5. Competition Standings and Penalties 
5.1. Premiership Points 
5.1.1. Premiership points will be awarded as follows:
a) 5 points for a win
b) 2 points for a loss
c) 0 points for a forfeit 
5.2. Penalties 
5.2.1. Teams who have not paid the nominated match fees by the date specified by VTI upon nomination will not be eligible to receive competition points until the full amount is paid. Points may be awarded retrospectively at the discretion of the SLC.
5.3. Premiership Table 
5.3.1. The position of the teams on the premiership points table is determined, in order, as follows:
a) most premiership points;
b) highest ratio of sets won to sets lost;
c) highest ratio of points won to points lost;
d) a playoff between teams equal in (a), (b) and (c)
5.3.2. Set/point ratio equation is as follows:  B/(B+C) x 100, where B=total for and C=total against.
5.4. Most Valuable Player
5.1.1. At the conclusion of each match, the 1st and 2nd referees will each list their top three players for the match. The best players shall receive points towards the MVP award for their division on a 3-2-1 basis (ie there can be a maximum of 6 points awarded to any one player between the two referees).
6. Management of the Competition
6.1. State League Committee (SLC)
6.1.1. A State League Committee will be appointed by VTI. SLC members shall hold equal authority, but will be expected to conduct themselves professionally and resolve issues amicably and in a timely manner.
6.1.2. It is the responsibility of the SLC to resolve any protests or disputes that may arise during the season.  Any formal written complaint concerning the management of the competition or the competition rules should be directed to the SLC and shall be dealt with in a reasonable manner.
6.1.3. All match protests will be resolved by the SLC at the time of protest. 
6.1.4. Any protests or disputes that cannot be resolved by the SLC will be resolved by VTI Executive.
6.2. Volleyball Tasmania Inc. (VTI)
6.2.1. Rule and competition format changes during the season can only be made by VTI executive with at least a 75% majority vote. 
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